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The 2nd meeting of the PERC Youth Committee, 22 January 2010, Brussels
Report


Seven out of nine members participated. Benoit Constant (CSC) and Andrea Mone (CISL) apologized. The meeting was chaired by Daniela Aleksieva (KNSB), the President of the Committee. 
Agenda item 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda
The agenda of the meeting was adopted.
Agenda item 2. Working programme and priorities of the PERC YC for 2010.
The Committee discussed the priorities for the PERC action plan in 2010. Grigor Gradev, the Executive Secretary of the PERC highlighted the issues which are high on agenda of the European trade unions, in particular:
· Despite more optimistic prognosis about the economic situation, the employment situation will only become even more desperate and young people, newcomers to the labour markets, are of particular concern;
· Vocational and educational training is a key for competitive Europe, which has to compete with skills but not on wages with other regions of the world. Once again, the focus has to be put on those who are better placed to develop these new skills – younger generation;
· Communication within, beyond and outside trade union movement, everyday messages of trade unions are vital to get understanding and mobilisation. Young people can (and do) pilot innovative communications for unions.
· In the situation of limited resources the importance of project funding is growing. There are vast opportunities that exist on EU (and not only) level, yet unions rarely use them. The investment in linguistic and project management skills of trade union staff is the way forward.

The PERC is building its plan for the 2010 year and it is very encouraging that the issues the Youth committee prioritises match the priorities of the PERC: organising and recruitment, youth employment, vocational education and training, internal and external communication. 

Some of the initiatives are already fixed; others wait the final confirmation of the SSOs. There is a set of initiatives – the research and thematic event on organising , research and conference on VET – which do not have the financial support so far.  There is a considerable mobilisation on the ETUC Youth Committee side and the PERC Youth Committee is welcomed and is willing to contribute to it. 

Conclusions:

The PERC secretariat is requested to introduce the Youth Committee plan at the meeting of the Solidarity Support Organisations on 27 January, particularly to make the fundraising for the activities without financial support;

To ensure synergy with the activities of the ETUC Youth Committee Hans Schmidt-Nielsen (AC, Denmark) is requested to liaise between the two bodies as he is the elected member in both of them.

The Youth committee decided to launch a project to address the medium-term issues outlined by the PERC youth conference in 2009 and in the working programme and is requesting the secretariat to work out the means for project making event for the Youth committee.

The Youth Committee members will be attending or organising different activities in 2010, particularly: the GSEE camp (Greece, October 2010), ETUC Youth Employment conference (Madrid, 22-23 April), Council of Europe training on migration (Strasbourg, September 2010), Palanga summer camp (Lithuania, summer 2010), Baltic forum (Lithuania), SEE network meeting (19 February 2010), FNPR youth camp (Russia, summer), FNPR international seminar (the end of October, Yekaterinburg), Gender dimension of youth employment conference (Warsaw, autumn, tbc.)

Agenda item 3. The 2nd World Day for Decent Work (7 October 2009) – evaluation of youth actions in Europe.

The Committee discussed the actions in framework of the WDDW that European Youth organised. It was stated that in many countries the youth had been the main driving force for innovation, creativity and high visibility of actions. Particular examples included Denmark, Hungary, Russia, Croatia and others (see doc.). 

Kristin Blom informed the Committee that the decision about the WDDW in 2010 would have to be taken by the ITUC congress in June 2010. There is a general motivation to continue, yet the specifics shall be further elaborated.

T he PERC Youth Committee noted the information and informed about its support to the WDDW should it be decided to continue.

Agenda item 4. Report on activities

The YC noted the information about different activities the PERC Youth Committee members were taking part in, particularly, the GSEE camp, ITUC Women’s conference, DGB-youth event, activities in Baltics, NIS and SEE.

Agenda item 5. Communication

The principle issue was to outline the pattern for the internal communication for the PERC youth as well as the relations with the ETUC youth.

· It was decided that all the information on PERC Youth committee affairs shall be copied and stored at percyouth@gmail.com address. This e-mail will serve as a blind cc archive box.
· The official information about the PERC Youth committee work – statements, report of the meetings – shall be disseminated to the general PERC list by the PERC secretariat. In the meantime the PERC Youth committee will be further extending its communication lists for the information about activities and actions. 
· The formal report about activities of the PERC YC shall be submitted to the PERC Executive Committee. Apart from the report on committee structuring, it shall include the activities report. The committee members are requested to submit their input by 15 February.

Agenda item 6. ITUC Youth Campaign
Kristin Blom and Philippe Gousenbourger introduced the new ITUC Youth campaign (on recruitment) to be launched in the coming weeks. The campaign materials will be available for everyone to use (video, poster etc.).

The PERC Youth Committee supports the campaign and its members will undertake all the necessary actions to get it further promoted in their countries and regions. The members will assist in translating some of the relevant materials.

Agenda item 7. PERC YC terms of reference

The Committee considers important to amend the present terms of reference, in a view of confusion at the first youth conference during the election process. In particular, the following issues were mentioned:

· Situation when candidates from the same country are introduced for the positions; there can not be two members from the same country, but the clear and fair procedure has to be written;
· the order of voting for individual candidates might affect the result if it is not organised on a basis of “list of candidates”; the clarification is needed that the voting is always on a basis of a list of candidates to tick off so that the votes are being given simultaneously;
· It is necessary to register not only the nomination, but also the motivation letter and the CV or the candidates; this request will have to be included in the official invitation for nominations.

The committee had agreed in principal on these three issues and instructed the secretariat to come with a language to be adopted by the next meeting.

Agenda item 8. The 2nd ITUC World Congress.

Philippe Gousenbourger introduced the arrangements for the Congress, particularly the fact that the ITUC strives to ensure at least 10% young delegates. To achieve the ITUC has requested the organisations entitled for several delegates to include youth in it; furthermore it was considered that those relying on the ITUC financial support would have better chances for getting younger people covered. In addition to this, the ITUC Youth Committee will take place on an eve of the Congress so that this will bring the Committee members. It is important, however, to ensure that they are part of the national delegations.

The information was noted. The Youth Committee members decided to further inform the youth in the PERC organisations about the target figure and the ITUC request to the affiliates in this regard.

Agenda item 9. Date and place of the next meeting

It was decided that the next meeting shall be organise around the ETUC YC meeting in Autumn. Hans Schmidt-Nielsen will inform about the suitable dates as soon as the ETUC YC dates are fixed.

Agenda item 10. Miscellaneous

Anna Salnikova from ITUC Moscow Office introduced the “Decisions for Life project” and Marieke Koning presented the ITUC campaign directed on young women, which would be launched on the 8 March, including the idea of a “Danube river” campaigning. The Youth Committee noted the information.

Furthermore, it decided to launch an appeal on the occasion of the 8th of March in support of the campaign and the Women’s day. This can be delivered at the PERC Executive. Tugba  Balci is to come with the first draft (by 15 February).
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