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3rd PERC Executive Committee

Brussels, 16 March 2009

Agenda Item 3:  Representation of Women’s and Youth Committees:


               3.2. Youth Committee

The Executive Committee is requested to take note the attached note on the building of the PERC Youth Committee  and to endorse the outline for the PERC Youth structure proposed by the meeting of the Transitional PERC Youth Committee. 
Note on PERC Youth Committee building

1. 
According to the constitution of the PERC, the following rules apply to the existence, mandate and functioning of a Youth structure in the PERC: 

Article 6, General Assembly: 

The Executive Committee shall determine the procedure for the allocation of 8 seats for women delegates and 3 seats for youth delegates, all with voting rights. 

Executive Committee 

Article 10 

The Executive Committee shall set up a Women’s Committee and a Youth Committee and determine their mandate, composition and procedural rules, as well as their relation to the ETUC’s Women’s and Youth Committee, and the existing Women’s and Youth networks operating in the CEE and NIS region, recognizing the important role of these networks in the democratization and transformation of the trade union movement in those regions. 

Article 11

The Executive Committee shall determine the procedure for the allocation of 3 seats for women representatives and 1 seat for a youth representative, all with voting rights. 

2. 
At  the meeting of its Executive Committee of 3 March 2008, the PERC approved the creation of a transitional youth committee with a  view to finalising the committee building process in 2009. 

3. 
The first meeting of the transitional committee was organised on 7 April 2008. Basically the members of the Committee were introduced to the PERC concept and to the main ITUC-PERC planned activities. The meeting elected Robert Hansen as Committee Chair and PERC Executive Committee member and also elected Robert Hansen, Tanya Mattias, Vasil Andreev and Mina Vucijinic as titular members and Erika Brselova, Mikel Panos Bartolome and Evgeniy Sivaikin as substitutes to the ITUC Youth Committee. The meeting asked the secretariat to start developing a concept for the European Youth Conference and to raise funds for this event. 

4. 
The ETUC-ETUI exercise on screening youth organizing activities was extended to the organizations beyond the ETUC, however, only 4 of them have replied.
5. 
The 2nd meeting of the PERC <transitional> Youth Committee took place on 28 February 2009, in Cyprus, preceded by ETUC Youth Conference. The meeting noted the information from PERC about political developments in the Pan-European region, the process of building different PERC structures, task groups and activities, as well as about the challenges which trade union organizations of the PERC region have been experiencing this year. 

6. 
The main topic of the meeting was to discuss the preparation of the PERC Youth Conference later this year. The Conference will finalise the process of building of the Youth Committee, which will act as a permanent PERC structure, and will define the main directions of the youth work of the PERC. Experience related to the building of PERC Women’s Committee was considered as positive pattern for the Youth Committee operations. It was noted that the FES had agreed to contribute financially to the organisation of the Conference.

7. 
The planned conference will have four blocks: one structural for building of the Committee and 3 thematic ones: youth organizing and representation, role of European Youth in international trade union movement actions and precarisation of youth work and effects on youth employment – particularly in the conditions of the global financial crisis.

8. 
The following outline for the PERC Youth structure was agreed:

      I) Youth Conference agreed principles

a) every member organization of the PERC, has a right to nominate a representative to the Youth conference which will be organised at least once in two years;

b) delegates must not be older than 35;

c) representatives must have a basis in the youth structure of their organization, and/or have responsibilities and experience in the area of youth work; 

d) The Youth Conference will discuss and adopt a work programme for the next year and other documents, considered necessary at the time.

9.           There was no consensus on the issue whether more numerous organisations shall be entitled to send more delegates, like in women’s conference. This issue was left for further consideration and political decision or for the Conference decision itself. The final approval of the outcome stays with the PERC Executive Committee.

II) Youth Committee with a Bureau/ Presidium principles

· The Youth conference elects a Youth Committee of maximum 9 persons, including one president and 3 deputies. These 4 persons form Youth Committee Presidium/ Bureau;

· Every member organization of PERC has the right to nominate a member of the Youth Committee including nominations for the position of president and vice-president; 

· The Secretariat of the PERC will be allowed to make recommendations to the conference on the composition of the Youth Committee, to ensure regional and gender balance; 
· At the beginning of their 2-year mandates, the titular members and their substitutes shall be less than 33 years of age. The membership in the Committee can not exceed two consecutive mandate-terms.
· The President of the Committee will be member of the Executive of the PERC, and may be replaced by one of the deputies; 

· the members of the Presidium/Bureau of the Youth Committee will be delegated to the ITUC Youth Committee; 
· the Youth Committee will meet at least one time a year, in conjunction with the ETUC or ITUC Youth Committee

· The nomination of representatives for membership of the Committee shall be based upon:
 The presence of an active trade union youth structure, which has the responsibility 

of the youth agenda;
 The level of youth membership ;
 The level of integration of young members and their issues within the organisation;
 The level and type of youth activities carried out by the organisation. 

10.
The operational costs of the Youth Committee and Conference shall be based on the PERC general rules. The Committee will operate at least in English and Russian.

11.
In 2009, the Conference and work programme will be the main priorities for the PERC Youth Work. It was agreed that the PERC Youth shall also concentrate its efforts in supporting WDDW activities.
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