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1896
Svante Arrhenius

1982
ExxonMobile

2018
6,000 scientific references, 
prepared by 91 authors from 
40 countries.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Arrhenius2.jpg
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“Scientific evidence for warming of the climate system is unequivocal.”
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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• In 2014 we saw historic flooding that caused over 

gross domestic product) and over in losses in 

• Last summer (2018) we witnessed record temperatures that buckled train 
tracks, fueled dozens of fires across the Balkans, caused a drought in 
Serbia which led to a drop in agriculture output of nearly 10 percent, 
and forced Albania to spend amid a 
devastating drought. 

• All of these extreme events serve as stark reminders of just how 
vulnerable the region is to climate-related shocks.

It is Time for Action on Climate Risk in the Balkans
Linda Van Gelder, Regional Director for Western Balkans The World Bank
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2018/09/17/it-is-time-for-action-on-climate-risk-in-the-balkans

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2018/09/17/it-is-time-for-action-on-climate-risk-in-the-balkans


6



7



8

www.ilo.org/weso-greening/
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1995 First conference of the Parties (COP1) held in Berlin
2nd IPCC report detects "signature" of human-caused greenhouse effect 
warming, declares serious warming is likely in coming century

1997 Kyoto Protocol agreed. Binds 38 industrialised countries to reduce GHG 
emissions by an average of 5.2% below 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012.

2001 3rd IPCC report states global warming, unprecedented since end of last ice age, 
is "very likely," with possible severe surprises. Effective end of debate among all 
but few scientists
United States announces is to withdraw from Kyoto Protocol

2002 EC approves Kyoto Protocol, committing its member states to 5% reduction in 
anthropogenic emissions of GHG

2005 Kyoto Protocol goes into effect, signed by all major industrial nations except US

2007 4th IPCC report warns serious effects of warming have become evident

2012 Kyoto Protocol no longer legally binding but its continuation endorsed 
by Copenhagen Accord

2015 5th IPCC report states that warming of the atmosphere and ocean system is 
unequivocal and human influence on the climate is clear. The longer we wait to 
reduce our emissions, the more expensive it will become.
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1990 1st IPCC report says world has been warming and future warming likely

1992
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) signed 
by 154 nations at Rio conference



The Paris Climate Agreement, 2015.
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A Just Transition => Climate Ambition



A Just Transition is a process at the company, sector, region or economy 
level that produces the plans, policies and investments so that: 
• Everyone has social protection
• All jobs are decent
• Emissions are low or zero
• Poverty is eliminated and communities are thriving and resilient. 

Effective Just Transition policies need a (formal) social dialogue process 
between governments, employers, workers and their unions to develop 
plans and measures that will build trust and drive effective transformation. 

This dialogue should also include other partners and stakeholders such as 
communities, regions, etc. in order to have support in society to realize the 
different Just Transition measures and policies. 

Just Transition is about having
the voice of the workers being 
heard and to demand a space 
at the negotiating table.
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https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/green-jobs/areas-of-work/cas/lang--en/index.htm

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/green-jobs/areas-of-work/cas/lang--en/index.htm
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#ChileNoSeRinde #NuevaConstitucion #asambleaconstituyente

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ChileNoSeRinde?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NuevaConstitucion?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/asambleaconstituyente?src=hashtag_click
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1. Raise ambition with Just Transition

2.  Sign on to the “Climate Action and Jobs 

Initiative”

3. Commit to finance for low-carbon 

development, support the most vulnerable 

#Unions4ClimateAmbition 
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📣Unions are mobilizing for climate justice!
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www.JustTransitionCentre.org



Thx for your attention!

Bert De Wel
Climate Policy Officer, ITUC

Mail: Bert.DeWel@ituc-csi.org

Twitter: @BertDeWel
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