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The 1st PERC Youth Conference report

Part 1. General context and thematic discussions

1. Fifty nine participants from forty nine affiliated organizations registered. The total number of registered participants, including speakers, was seventy.

2. The conference was welcomed by the ITUC Deputy General Secretary Jaap Wienen, PERC Executive Secretary Grigor Gradev and the FES EU-Office officer Stephan Talhaofer, on behalf of supporting organization.

3. The context of the conference was introduced by the secretaria, as well as the concept and design of the conference programme. The programme was adopted by the participants.

4. The first thematic session was devoted to the position of the young workers of Europe at the labour market, before and in the crisis period. The expert presentations were made by Gianni Rosas, Employment Sector of the ILO, Ines Alves, European Youth Forum and Jessica Heyser, DGB policy officer. Their presentations were supplemented by interventions of Sofia Arkelid, TCO-Sweden, Robert Hansen, Lo-Norway, Aleksey Slyazin, FNPR-Russia and Katrin Kavalova, Podkrepa-Bulgaria, as well as by other delegates. The following issues were underlined and requested to be incorporated in the conference concluding document: 

· Growth of level of youth unemployment in Europe;
· Typical practice of “atypical”, interim and agency labour, for young people;
· Informal economy as the likely occupation field for young people, with “higher net salary vs social security choice”;
· Quality and quantity of jobs being for young people being in high dependency of economic cycles; 
· No balance for work and family life that leads to “hard choices”, particularly for young women, to favour one at the expense of the other;
· the transition from school to work being highly affected and impeded by the crisis;
· the wide-spread “internships”, “traineeships”, “probation periods” as patterns of “underpaid” or “unpaid” employment of youngsters;
· social exclusion of millions of young Europeans;

5. The second thematic session included ITUC campaign strategies and actions, followed by national experience in the frame of World Day of Decent Work or in similar frameworks, concentrating on the role of the European Youth in international trade union movement. Kristine Blom, Zuzanna Gorska, Philippe Gousenbourger contributed to the session on ITUC side, Valerica Dumitrescu, on ETUI, while national implementation of transnational actions were introduced by Joannis Poupkos, GSEE-Greece, Celine Moreau, FGTB-Belgium, Laszlo Kovac, MSZSOZ–Hungary, and Evgeniy Sivaykin, FNPR-Russia. The conference:

· prioritized the WDDW as the best possible chance for youth mobilization;
· underlined the potential of media and internet based communication means for outreaching young workers and building solidarity among workers of all generations;
· highlighted the role and the vital importance of trade union education for young people’s involvement as vehicle for organizational change and individual trade union development;

6. The third thematic session discussed the place and role of youth in the trade union movement and trade union organizing initiatives. Kurt Vandaele, ETUI, presented the findings of the survey that covered patterns of youth representation in national centres of Europe while Daniela Aleksieva, KNSB-Bulgaria, Arbenore Zogu, BSPK-Kosovo and SEE Youth network, Ilze Mikhailova, LBAS-Latvia and Baltic Youth Trade Union Forum presented their experiences. The discussion raised several “issues of difference in approaches towards youth work”:

· generally limited capacities within national centers for the youth work, low membership among young workers and their limited participation in trade union activities;
· priorities of youth trade union work  issues related to youth employment versus organizing and outreaching and recruiting young workers;
· patterns of outreaching young workers: through special services or through networking activities;
· frames for youth work in the national centres: based on professional and paid work or based on voluntary involvement and commitment;
· institutionalization of youth representation: informal networks as mechanism to organize workers versus institutionalized committees as means to influence the policies.

7. On the basis of the discussion the conference adopted concluding document to guide the Youth Committee in its work and to deliver its voice to the trade union decision making bodies.


Part II. Building up the PERC Youth Committee


8. The Terms of reference for the Youth Structure of the PERC, developed by the transitional Committee, ere presented and voted by acclamation. The conference have also agreed that Youth Committee should not have more than one representative from the same country and thanked the transitional team for the work.

9. The nomination period was extended till the end of the 9th July and the voting registration was implemented after the nomination list had been fixed. 46 delegates registered for voting.

10. The secretariat reported about the following nominations formally registered: 

· Daniela Aleksieva (KNSB, Bulgaria) and Laszlo Kovac (MSZOSZ, Hungary) for the position of President

· Benoit Constant, CSC, Belgium, Daniela Alexieva, KNSB, Bulgaria, Katrin Kavalova, Podkrepa, Bulgaria, Hans Richard Schmidt-Nielsen, AC, Denmark László Kovács, MSZOSZ / Hungary, Tugba Balci, HAK-IS, Turkey, and Irina Novikova, KVPU, Ukraine for the position of Vice-President / member of Bureau.

The secretariat also received nomination of Dijana Sobota, UATUC, Croatia, and Burak Ekmekciglu, TURK-IS, who, however, were not present and the nominations were not approved by the conference. Moreover, Burak Ekmekciglu, TURK-IS, is 35 years old, and his candidacy had therefore been withdrawn by the TURK-IS.

· Benoit Constant, CSC, Belgium, Celine Moreau, FGTB, Belgium, Daniela Alexieva, KNSB, Bulgaria, Katrin Kavalova, Podkrepa, Bulgaria, Hans Richard Schmidt-Nielsen, AC, Denmark, László Kovács, MSZOSZ,  Hungary, Andrea Mone, CISL, Italy, Arbenore Zogu, BSPK, Kosovo, Ilze Mikhailova, LBAS, Latvia, Ivana Prnjat, CTUM, Montenegro, Valentina Necea, BNS, Romania, Oana Toma, Cartel-Alpha, Romania, Aleksey Slyazin, FNPR, Russia, Evgueniy Mukhin, KTR, Russia, Bojana Bijelovic, CATUS, Serbia, Tugba Balci, HAK-IS, Turkey, Irina Novikova, KVPU, Ukraine and Anna Golubkova, VOST, Ukraine for a member of the PERC Youth Committee 

The secretariat also received nomination of Dijana Sobota, UATUC, Croatia, Ivan Djurisic, CTUM, Montenegro, Sandra Viktor, LO-Sweden, and Burak Ekmekciglu, TURK-IS, who, however, were not present and the nominations were not considered by the conference. Moreover, Burak Ekmekciglu, TURK-IS, is 35 years old, and his candidacy has therefore been withdrawn by the TURK-IS.

11. Each candidate had time to present him / herself and the respective motivation. During the presentation of the candidates, Bojana Bijelovic from CATUS, Serbia, withdrew her candidacy asking to support Ivana Prnjat, CTUM, Montenegro. All the elections were done by the means of secret voting. The votes were counted twice by different members of the “transitional” team.

12. First, the President was elected. Daniela Aleksieva (KNSB, Bulgaria) got 35 votes, while Laszlo Kovac (MSZOSZ, Hungary) received 9 votes. 2 delegates abstained. The Conference greeted the new President.

On the question whether the nomination of Katrin Kavalova from Podkrepa, Bulgaria, was still valid, the conference agreed that “no” and that the nomination from the country already present on the Committee list can not be considered as valid. This, however, will have to be reflected in the terms of reference and the new Youth Committee will have to come with the respective adjustments.

13. Secondly, the Vice-Presidents / Bureau members were elected. Each registered delegate was asked to select maximum 3 names. 46 delegates voted. The candidates got the respective voting results:

· Hans Richard Schmidt-Nielsen, AC, 44 votes
· Tugba Balci, HAK-IS, Turkey, 28 votes
· Benoit Constant, CSC, Belgium, 23 votes 
· László Kovács, MSZOSZ, Hungary, 22 votes
· Irina Novikova, KVPU, Ukraine, 18 votes

With this Daniela Aleksieva, KNSB, Bulgaria, Hans Richard Schmidt-Nielsen, AC, Denmark, Tugba Balci, HAK-IS, Turkey, and Benoit Constant, CSC, Belgium, were greeted as Bureau members and officially nominated to the ITUC Youth Committee.

14. Thirdly, the election of the rest of the Youth Committee was done. Nomination Celine Moreau, from FGTB, Belgium, was withdrawn, in accordance with the above decision. The registered delegates were asked to select maximum 5 names on the list. It was decided that for the candidates from the same country only the one that would get more votes would be considered, while the one that would get less votes would be considered withdrawn, even if it can have more votes than nominees from other countries. 45 delegates voted/. The candidates got the respective voting results:

· Andrea Mone, CISL, Italy, 32 votes,
· László Kovács, MSZOSZ,  Hungary, 26 votes,
· Ilze Mikhailova, LBAS, Latvia, 25 votes,
· Ivana Prnjat, CTUM, Montenegro, 25 votes,
· Irina Novikova, KVPU, Ukraine, 18 votes,
· Aleksey Slyazin, FNPR, Russia, 18 votes,
· Valentina Necea, BNS, Romania, 16 votes,
· Arbenore Zogu, BSPK, Kosovo, 15 votes,
· Anna Golubkova, VOST, Ukraine, 15 votes, 
· Evgueniy Mukhin, KTR, Russia, 13 votes
· Oana Toma, Cartel-Alpha, Romania, 12 votes.

Two candidates, representing the same sub-region, received equal number of votes. The second circle of elections was organized, to decide between Irina Novikova, KVPU, Ukraine, and Aleksey Slyazin, FNPR, Russia. 43 delegates voted. Aleksey received 23 votes while Irina got 18 votes. 2 delegates abstained. 

15. Thus, in the end of the Conference, the new PERC Youth Committee was announced, consisting of:

President:
Daniela Aleksieva, KNSB, Bulgaria

Bureau members / Vice-Presidents:
Daniela Aleksieva, KNSB, Bulgaria, President
Benoit Constant, CSC, Belgium, Vice-President
Hans Richard Schmidt-Nielsen, AC, Denmark, Vice-President
Tugba Balci, HAK-IS, Turkey, Vice-President

Members of the Committee
Benoit Constant, CSC, Belgium, Vice-President
Daniela Aleksieva, KNSB, Bulgaria, President
Hans Richard Schmidt-Nielsen, AC, Denmark, Vice-President
László Kovács, MSZOSZ, Hungary, Committee member
Andrea Mone, CISL, Italy, Committee member
Ilze Mikhailova, LBAS, Latvia, Committee member
Ivana Prnjat, CTUM, Montenegro, Committee member
Aleksey Slyazin, FNPR, Russia, Committee member
Tugba Balci, HAK-IS, Turkey, Vice-President.

16. The Conference greeted the Youth Committee and requested to ensure the communication process being permanent, and not discrete, from meeting to meeting. Daniela Aleksieva, as President, announced the priority to develop efficient communication and dissemination mechanism.

17. The Conference was closed.
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